Opioid activity of lefetamine.
In mice lefetamine, at the dose of 50 mg/kg produces motor hyperactivity and at the dose of 60 mg/kg produces analgesia. Both effects are abolished by naloxone. Displacement studies by using [3H]-Naloxone (Nx), [3H]-D-Ala-Met-Enkephalinamide (DAMA) and [3H]-Ethylketocyclazocine (EKC) showed that lefetamine competes with all these opiates with an affinity 50 times lower than that of morphine. The displacing capacity of lefetamine is decreased in the presence of 50 mM Na+. It is concluded that lefetamine is an opioid agonist.